
April 2016 Syrian Refugees, Building in Latvia 

 Many within the brotherhood are concerned with how best to help the huge influx of refugees 
who have come into Europe and the UK in recent times. There are fears of Jihadist extremists 
amongst them, unclarity as to whether the Governments are adequately providing for them or 
not, and how practically to assist these folks as part of our Christian witness. 
 
 One small way would be to support Carelinks in what we are trying to do, which is a drop in the 
ocean admittedly. We have held four meetings this week with refugee folk and invite them and 
others to a solid meal, provide them with food and some clothing. Some are supported by their 
families at home, others are not- so the range of need is quite large, from not needing anything 
to needing quite a bit of support beyond the basic roof over the head and food which the UK 
Government is able to give them. 
 
 We have also bought travel cards for some so they can attend our meetings. We plan on 
continuing our meetings for the next few weeks, although the Home Office are moving these 
folks out of London to various other locations in the UK. We have alerted relevant local 
ecclesias to this. 
 
 So this week and likely over the next few weeks, we are continuing to run around South London 
gathering our Iranian and now Syrian contacts and baptized ones for meetings and teaching 
sessions. We have had some wonderful times at the hostels, surrounded by refugees from all 
over the Middle East, who were able to listen to the Gospel being explained [some hearing the 
Christian message for the first time in their lives]. 
 
 We would never have been able to get out to them in their home countries of Somalia, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran- but clearly the Lord has brought them to us in London to witness to. It 
was so thrilling to see 'the lights go on' as we explained the human nature of the Lord Jesus and 
how He was also Son of God; and [contrary to the teaching of Islam], His death was necessary 
because of our sins, and His resurrection provides a pattern for us, if we will believe into Him. 
We had a particularly memorable house meeting on the Easter Bank Holiday. We had a meal 
and along with our local members were able to talk with them about the Gospel and to baptize 
EMRA a refugee from Syria whose family are still in Damascus. She had been reading through 
our literature and is a room mate with our dynamic sister Samaneh [baptized by brother Steve in 
Cyprus last year]. 
 
 Samaneh's testimony of the Lord's transformation of her life and gift to her of a new mind, a 
new psychology, a new pair of eyes, is just so powerful that it would be hard for anyone sincerely 
seeking God to not be attracted by it. When Samaneh talks of "my Lord", one really feels His 
presence and person sitting right there with us around the table. She seems to be able to say 
those words with, as it were, a nod towards Him as if He is present there. We had a very joyful 
time, and Emra translated her baptismal service into Arabic so that we can reach out to others. 
The majority of the millions of Middle Eastern refugees are Arabic speaking. We have Bible 
Basics in Arabic , although Emra speaks good English. So let's pray that her conversion and 
production of more material in Arabic will empower the Lord's outreach to the the few million 
from Syria who are now refugees in Europe and elsewhere. 
 
 Looking around our house meeting we again marvelled at the Lord's calling of us all- we had 



sister Ieva with us from Latvia, so the 15 or so of us were born in the UK, Australia, Latvia, Iran, 
Poland, South Africa and Syria. All gathered together in Croydon UK to baptize this thoughtful, 
studious young woman who had passed through indescribable things in Syria and the refugee 
camps of Beirut, Lebanon... Here we are eating together, and then Emra with wet hair after 
Cindy baptized her: 

             
  
 We all signed her NEV Bible for her, and Marcus was able to intrigue our new sister Emra with 
accounts of his time in Damascus in 1964, his witnessing of a public hanging outside his hotel, 
and walking along "the street called Straight" where the great apostle Paul was baptized- 
although viewing a public hanging is nothing to be compared with what our sister witnessed in 
the Syria of today: 

             
  
 Today we were able to hold another meeting, with the baptisms of HAMID, MUSTAFA and ALI. 
Another refugee lady came along with her daughter, and we were able to have Sunday School in 
the garden- which was their first ever exposure to Christianity: 

       
 
 You can watch a brief movie of the baptisms at https://youtu.be/6m6jXXt7mRk 
 We have a whole series of Powerpoint presentations based around each chapter of Bible 
Basics, and we have tried to lay out the material so that it can be used by English only speakers. 
Here are our three new brethren watching one of those presentations. We really urge you to find 
the location of a local hostel and just hang around there and engage folk on the street and invite 
them for a meal, and show them the presentations. We have general hand out fliers, in 5 
languages, which we can let you have copies of, along with Arabic, Kurdish and Farsi Bible 
Basics. Going through a chapter or so per session over coffee and a meal is a solid and proven 
way to teach the Truth to these folks in their own languages. And you can see the presentations 
for download at www.carelinks.net/fa 

                  
  
 BUILDING IN LATVIA 
 We'd like to repeat the appeal for DIY minded folks to come and help with various building 
projects at the housing project and Bible centre; and we are very much open to donations 

https://youtu.be/6m6jXXt7mRk
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/-1519369729
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/1694408255
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/-48433090
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/811679739
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/187853404
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/-1831859107
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/-477650913
https://carelinks.net/photo/full/-893602404


towards the materials. 
 
 PRAYER POINTS: 
 - For those recently baptized 
 - For those newly baptized who are now being separated from those they have known and are 
being sent off to live in the provinces 
 - For our outreach in Arabic as well as Farsi 
 - Thanksgiving that we have been able to spread the Gospel of the Lord Jesus to so many 
nations 
 
 With love from your brothers and sisters of Carelinks 


